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WELCOME ADDRESS BY IYALODE ALABA LAWSON, MFR, FIoD,JP,  

NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE NIGERIAN ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, 

INDUSTRY, MINES AND AGRICULTURE (NACCIMA) AT THE NACCIMA/NAWORG EXPORT 

CONFERENCE 2018 WITH THE THEME: 

 NIGERIA EXPORT TRADE – FOCUSING ON THE CHAINS AND REGULATIONS,  

HOLDING AT NACCIMA HOUSE, 8A OBA AKINJOBI WAY, GRA IKEJA, LAGOS  

ON THURSDAY 2OTH SEPTEMBER, 2018. 

 

PROTOCOL 

 

On behalf of the Council and entire members of the Nigerian Association of 

Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA) and 

members of the NACCIMA Business Women Group (NAWORG), I warmly 

welcome all distinguished participants to the NACCIMA/NAWORG Export 

Conference 2018; an event organized to deliberate on the potentials of 

Nigeria’s Export Trade by focusing on the value chains and regulations. My 

deep appreciation goes to the Chief Executive Officer of the Nigeria Export 

Promotion Council (NEPC), Mr. Segun Awolowo, who is the keynote speaker 

of this conference and whose organization has been a veritable partner of 

NACCIMA in promoting Nigeria’s non-oil export agenda. I also want to thank 

the management and staff of the Standards Organization of Nigeria (SON), the 

Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), the National Association of Government 

Approved Freight Forwarders (NAGAFF) and all other organizations in the 

public and private sector who have provided financial and material support for 

the success of this conference. I also thank the members of the conference 

organizing committee, who have worked tirelessly for the success of this 

event. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, historically Nigeria has relied on crude oil revenues as 

its main source of national income and supply of foreign exchange. However, 

with the crash in the global prices of crude oil in 2015, the Nigerian 

government stopped paying lip service to the diversification agenda and 
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actively began to implement a non-oil export plan. Our contemporary history 

and over-reliance on the oil and gas sector as the mainstay of our economy 

has followed the boom and burst cycle of crude oil prices. Today, as global 

prices of crude oil appear to rise to pre-2014 levels, we as a country should 

avoid repeating past mistakes. Available statistics provided by the National 

Bureau of Statistics show that Nigeria’s non-oil exports per annum, declined 

by as much as 70% from 2014 to 2017. In contrast, Nigeria’s non-oil exports 

for the 1st Quarter of 2018 have exceeded the total value of non-oil exports for 

the year 2016. This is an indication that our non-oil export policy can work if 

we pursue it vigorously. I commend the determination of the Federal 

Government of Nigeria, the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and 

Investment, the Nigeria Export Promotion Council and other stakeholders 

within the Nigerian export sector to make a success of our non-oil export 

initiatives. We should not and cannot, however, rest on our oars. We have just 

started. There is so much to do to bring our non-oil exports to satisfactory 

levels given our potentials in this area. 

 

As the voice of Nigerian business, NACCIMA is devoted to ensuring the 

creation of a conducive atmosphere for the pursuit of commerce, industry and 

all other forms of economic activities of interest to the private sector.  In this 

connection, the Association conducted a mapping exercise of the activities of 

the Nigerian export value chain not too long ago. The goal was to determine 

the opportunities and challenges to promoting export trade. The objective of 

today’s conference is to further draw attention to these opportunities and to 

proffer solutions to the challenges of the export sector in order to broaden and 

grow the Nigerian export trade. We have immense opportunities in production, 

processing and marketing of non oil products and ancillary services such as 

transportation, haulage and warehousing; these are actively supported by 

government policies and programmes aimed at diversifying the economy. I am 

sure the incisive deliberations at this conference will come up with innovative 
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solutions to current challenges facing the Nigerian export sector. Areas worthy 

of attention are the low level of knowledge and awareness of export trade; 

poor storage facilities; high cost of haulage; high cost of shipping; the 

complexity of port operations; and sharp business practices by operators. 

Kindly examine these and other issues vigorously and come up with 

recommendations. 

 

You will agree with me that if we work jointly to develop a robust non-oil export 

trade, we would have taken a significant step in our quest for true 

diversification and move away from our dependence on the boom and burst 

cycle of the prices of crude oil. 

 

NACCIMA will continue to partner with stakeholders to promote the growth 

and competitiveness of businesses by ensuring an enabling environment 

through policy advocacy and information dissemination. The Association will 

continue to organize events, such as these, to bring together all relevant 

stakeholders to attain the goal of fully harnessing our immense potentials in 

the non-oil sector. 

 

Once again, I welcome all dignitaries, speakers, distinguished guests, and 

participants to this NACCIMA/NAWORG Export Conference 2018.  

 

Thank you and God bless you. 

 

IYALODE ALABA LAWSON. MFR, FIoD, JP 

National President, NACCIMA. 


